
Utah Valley University’s School of the Arts and School of Education 
will present the third annual Arts in Education Conference, 
“Cultivating the Creative Mind: Creativity and Innovation as 21st 
Century Skills,” Friday, Oct. 1 from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. in the UVU 
Sorenson Student Center.

The conference will feature  keynote speaker Mary Helen Immordino-
Yang, Ed.D. Immordino-Yang is a cognitive neuroscientist and educational 
psychologist who studies the brain bases of emotion, social interaction and 
culture and their implications for development and schools. She is an 
Assistant Professor of Education at the Rossier School of Education and an 
Assistant Professor of Psychology at the Brain and Creativity 
InstituteUniversity of Southern California, where she was formerly a joint 
postdoctoral fellow under the mentorship of Robert Rueda and Antonio 
Damasio. A former junior high school teacher, she earned her doctorate at 
the Harvard University Graduate School of Education, where she was the 
recipient of grants from the Spencer Foundation and the American 
Association of University Women Educational Foundation. She is the 
Associate Editor for North America for the journal Mind, Brain and 
Education, and the inaugural recipient of the Award for Transforming 
Education through Neuroscience, co-sponsored by the International Mind, 
Brain and Education Society (IMBES) and the Learning and the Brain 
Conference. She lectures nationally and abroad on the implications of brain 
and cognitive science research for curriculum and pedagogy, including how 
the arts foster creativity, the latest neuroscientific and developmental 
evidence of what creativity really is and how it is grounded in emotional 
and cognitive processing.

In addition to the keynote speaker, performance keynotes by Resonance 
Story Theatre, and the dance theatre work “The Next Generation” 
designed for educators will be performed by UVU students and faculty 
from the school of Arts. Poster and breakout sessions dedicated to 
research in arts education, and hands-on workshops focused on 
art-specific pedagogy and integration in the K-12 classroom will be 
presented in dance, music, drama, visual arts, and digital 
technology. Conference participants will engage in hands-on 
methods and strategies based in current research to use within the 
K-12 and university classrooms.

“Cultivating the Creative Mind: Creativity and Innovation as 21st 
Century Skills,” is the first of its kind, in the state of Utah, designed 



for K-12 pre-service teachers and faculty, professional educators, 
administrators, and individuals interested in educational theories 
and practices.

The conference is free but registration is required. To register go to 
http://sites.google.com/site/uvuartsconference/home.
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